
Composr  
Compo.sr website 
re-design 

Pre-design	briefing	/	plan	



compo.sr – Design objectives 
Ø The	site	will	be	for	Community	Member	type	visitors.	

Ø The	 site	 should	 display	 content	 that	 interests	 visitors	 looking	 for	 either:	 community	 based	
participation,	 to	 get/learn	 a	 good	 content	 management	 system,	 and	 to	 make	 Open	 Source-based	
coding	contributions.	

Ø The	site	should	be	simple	and	attractive.	

Ø The	site	should	be	mobile/tablet	friendly.	It	has	to	use	good	responsive	design,	not	mobile	mode.	

Ø The	site	should	be	useful	and	engaging.	

Ø The	site	has	to	use	good	responsive	design,	not	mobile	mode.	

Ø The	site	has	to	use	flat	design.	

Ø Page	content	should	be	very	simple,	with	lots	of	white-space,	and	it	should	engage	with	people	
emotionally.	It	should	be	possible	to	read	a	page	of	the	website	in	a	couple	of	minutes.	Burying	stuff	
behind	expanders,	or	videos,	is	okay,	for	those	who	want	to	dig	into	further	information.	



Key 
Ø Any	text	in	bold	is	directly	relevant	to	the	web	design	phase.	

Ø Non-bold	 text	 is	either	background	 information	or	 information	only	 relevant	 for	 later	 copywriting	and	
feature	development.	



compo.sr – home page 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  Re-design	the	image	for	a	fresh	look.	

•  Retain	“The	versatile	Content	
Management	System	for	next	
generations	websites”.	

•  Remove	“Need	a	website?...”	as	we	
will	be	focusing	community	users.	

•  Retain	“Composr	is	Open	Source…”.	

•  Drop	“SEE	HOW	IT	WORKS”	button	and	
link.	



compo.sr - header 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  The	top	area	will	require	re-designing.	
•  The	top	level	links	will	be:	Home,	

About,	Download,	Support,	Community,	
Contribute.	Sub-level	links	will	be	
retained.	Icons	for	each	link	may	be	
good.	See	the	“Flat	theme	images	
(icons)”	spreadsheet.	

•  The	current	menu	page	should	be	
highlighted	(current	site	doesn’t	do	this)	

•  The	Github,	Search,	Join	and	Log	In	links	
may	be	retained	in	any	desired	
positions	(suggest	to	keep	in	header,	
but	move	Github	to	footer	next	to	
Twitter	and	Facebook	links).		

•  No	Briefr	link:	Briefr	and	tickets	will	be	
removed	(existing	support	credits	will	be	
honoured	via	e-mail	support).	



compo.sr – download button 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  Retain	a	download	button	on	the	
homepage.	

•  However	it	will	be	redesigned,	and	
featured	alongside	home-page	links	to	
all	other	top-level	pages.	These	links	
will	be	displayed	together	in	a	uniform	
layout	(icon	[hyperlink],	title	
[hyperlink],	description).	



compo.sr – Composr Palette 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  Remove	the	Composr	Palette	from	the	
homepage.	

•  Instead	the	actual	logo	at	the	top	of	the	
site	will	become	an	image	map,	each	
icon	within	the	logo	linking	to	an	
anchor	within	the	features	page.	
Tooltips	will	also	be	placed	on	each	
hotspot,	with	the	same	text	as	in	the	
palette	here.	



compo.sr – web properties 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  This	can	be	removed	as	we	already	have	
these	USPs	on	our	vision	and/or	
compare	pages.	We	want	to	remove	
clutter.	



compo.sr – Tutorial library 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  The	Tutorial	Library	carousel	
functionality	will	be	moved	to	the	
tutorials	page.	This	may	be	
implemented	simply	adding	new	filter	
and	sorting	options	to	the	main	tutorial	
UI	rather	than	adding	an	additional	
carousel.	

•  However,	it	would	be	good	to	
automatically	include	links	to	new	
tutorials	within	the	home	page	news	
box.	



compo.sr – What is Composr CMS? 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  Retain	the	section,	“What	is	Composr	
CMS?”.	

•  Simplify	the	content	to:	
“Composr	is	a	very	flexible	CMS	with	
advanced	social,	interactive	and	
dynamic	functionality.	Composr	makes	
100s	of	mixable	features	available	to	
everyone:	from	the	smallest	fan	
communities,	to	the	largest	multi-
national	companies.”	



compo.sr – Latest News 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  Retain	and	re-design	the	section.	

•  Note	that	we	may	automatically	merge	
in	autogenerated	items	to	the	news	
feed.	This	may	include	latest	tutorials	
(see	slide	9),	hot	topics	from	the	forum,	
and	new	tracker	issues	with	at	least	one	
vote.	We	also	want	to	be	able	to	pin	
items.	We	will	use	the	
main_multi_content	block.	This	does	not	
affect	the	visual	design	(except	pinning).	



compo.sr – Newsletter sign up 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  Retain	and	re-design	the	section	

•  Newsletter	is	not	community	
orientated.	Instead	we	could	have	a	
quick	signup	block.	This	will	have	a	
similar	layout,	but	it	would	be	phrased	
more	like	"Join	our	community”.	
	

•  Technical	note:	The	newsletter	will	be	
retained	for	people	installing	Composr	
CMS	to	sign	up	to.	We	will	be	
aggregating	data	onto	an	external	mailer	
system.	



compo.sr - Features 
https://compo.sr/features.htm	

•  This	content	can	be	removed.	

•  We	must	add	links	to	our	subpages	at	
the	bottom	of	the	Features	page:	
Composr	Compared,	Our	Vision,	Demo,	
Maintenance	Status.	Use	the	same	
uniform	layout	style	as	we	use	on	the	
home	page.	We	will	use	this	style	
consistently	across	our	site	as	a	way	of	
reaching	subpages	without	having	to	
use	the	menu.	



compo.sr – Companion information 
https://compo.sr/features.htm	

•  This	section	can	be	dropped.	



compo.sr – Features list 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  This	section	requires	re-design.	There’s	
too	much	information	and	too	much	
visitor	effort	is	required	expanding	
sections.	

•  Change	the	content	to	stacked	sliders.	
Each	section	(e.g.	"Catalogues")	would	be	
a	slider.	Each	item	on	the	list	right	now	
(e.g.	"Flexible	data	control")	would	have	
a	screenshot	for	it	in	the	slider.	That	will	
make	it	all	a	lot	more	visual	for	people.		



compo.sr – Features list… 
https://compo.sr/start.htm	

•  The	sections	under	these	expanders	will	
also	go	into	sliders.	

•  We	can	then	have	a	table	of	contents	
above	all	the	sliders.	Each	item	in	the	
table	would	have	an	icon	and	label,	and	
clicking	either	would	jump	down	to	the	
correct	slider.	

•  The	particular	icons	we	will	use	are	on	
our	“Flat	theme	images	(icons)”	
spreadsheet.	



compo.sr – Composr compared 
https://compo.sr/compare.htm	

•  Remove	this	content.	We're	going	
community-orientated	so	we	won’t	do	
any	“negative”	advertising	against	
competing	systems,	even	in	a	jokey	way.	
We	will	pick	up	more	users	based	on	the	
size	(voice)	of	the	community,	which	will	
grow	based	on	participation	on	merit.	



compo.sr – Calling all Webmasters 
https://compo.sr/compare.htm	

•  List	the	contents	of	“Calling	all	
Webmasters”,	“Calling	all	Developers”,	
and	“Calling	all	Designers”	one	after	
another	instead	of	click	to	expand.	
(Some	visitors	might	miss	to	spot	the	
icons	shown	in	the	left	side	are	tab	
buttons)	

•  Turn	each	section	into	a	slider.	

•  Each	item	on	the	list	would	get	some	
kind	of	icon.	The	particular	icons	we	will	
use	are	on	our	“Flat	theme	images	
(icons)”	spreadsheet.	



compo.sr – CMS Matrix 
https://compo.sr/compare.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	



compo.sr – CMS Matrix… 
https://compo.sr/compare.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	



compo.sr - Vision 
https://compo.sr/vision.htm	

•  Refresh	the	design	(using	our	new	
icons),	but	go	for	the	same	effect.	



compo.sr – Vision… 
https://compo.sr/vision.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	

•  All	the	icons	will	need	to	be	redone	as	
SVG.	See	“Flat	theme	images	(icons)”	
spreadsheet.	

•  On	the	final	site	the	Vision	page	will	
morph	into	some	kind	of	Composr	
Foundation	“Constitution/Mission”	
page.	This	will	make	it	more	distinct	
from	the	“Compare”	page	(these	pages	
are	too	similar	right	now).	



compo.sr – Vision… 
https://compo.sr/vision.htm	

•  We	will	move	this	the	content	to	‘Web	
standards	&	Accessibility’	tutorial	
section.	Therefore	remove	from	the	
design.	



compo.sr – Vision… 
https://compo.sr/vision.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	Design	may	be	
changed	if	desired.	



compo.sr – Vision… 
https://compo.sr/vision.htm	

•  Move	the	content	to	the	‘Contribute’	
page.	

•  We	will	use	our	new	Role	icons	for	the	5	
listed	help	areas,	see	the	“Flat	theme	
images	(icons)”	spreadsheet.	



compo.sr – Vision… 
https://compo.sr/vision.htm	

•  We	will	move	the	version	history	
information	to	the	FAQ	section	under	
the	“What	is	ocPortal?”	question.	So	it	
will	be	removed	from	the	design.	



compo.sr – What Composr is not 
https://compo.sr/antifeatures.htm	

•  The	content	will	be	greatly	simplified	
and	moved	onto	the	vision	page.	So	
include	some	space	in	the	design	for	
that,	but	use	Lorem	Ipsum	text.	

•  We	can	drop	the	click	to	expand	effect.	

•  We	will	drop	the	quirky	graphics.	

•  The	standalone	“What	Composr	is	not”	
page	will	be	removed.	



compo.sr - Demo 
https://compo.sr/demo.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	



compo.sr – Maintenance status 
https://compo.sr/maintenance-status.htm	

•  No	design	work	required.	The	page	will	
be	retained.	

•  The	content	will	be	reviewed.	



compo.sr - Download 
https://compo.sr/download.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	



compo.sr – Download… 
https://compo.sr/download.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	



compo.sr – Download… 
https://compo.sr/download.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	

•  We	must	add	links	to	our	subpages	
underneath	this	section:	Translations,	
Translations	(Rough),	Addons,	Themes,	
Theming	Compatibility.	Use	the	same	
uniform	layout	style	as	we	use	on	the	
home	page.	We	will	use	this	style	
consistently	across	our	site	as	a	way	of	
reaching	subpages	without	having	to	
use	the	menu.	



compo.sr - Translations 
https://compo.sr/downloads/browse/
addons/version-10/translations.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	



compo.sr – Translations (rough) 
https://compo.sr/transifex.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	



compo.sr - Addons 
https://compo.sr/downloads/browse/

addons/version-10.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	



compo.sr – Themeing changes 
https://compo.sr/themeing-changes.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	



compo.sr - Support 
https://compo.sr/support.htm	

•  Change	"Known	Bugs"	to	"Issue	
Reporting“.	

•  We	will	use	our	icon	set	for	the	icons.	
See	the	“Flat	theme	images	(icons)”	
spreadsheet.	

•  Use	the	same	uniform	layout	style	as	
we	use	on	the	home	page.	We	will	use	
this	style	consistently	across	our	site	as	
a	way	of	reaching	subpages	without	
having	to	use	the	menu.	



compo.sr – Support… 
https://compo.sr/support.htm	

•  Remove	this	content.	
(There	will	be	no	direct	contact,	all	
contact	will	be	via	Tracker,	Forum,	1-
on-1,	or	via	a	negotiated	professional	
relationship)	

	



compo.sr – Support… 
https://compo.sr/support.htm	

•  Remove	this	content	as	the	site	focus	is	
now	fully	community,	no	ocProducts	
services	will	be	available	on	compo.sr.	



compo.sr – Support… 
https://compo.sr/support.htm	

•  Remove	this	content	as	the	site	focus	is	
now	fully	community,	no	ocProducts	
services	will	be	available	on	compo.sr.	



compo.sr – Tutorials 
https://compo.sr/docs/tutorials.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	

•  See	slide	9	for	note	about	introducing	
extra	filter	options.	



compo.sr - FAQ 
https://compo.sr/docs/faq.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	Just	make	a	broken	
link	in	the	new	design,	no	need	to	
reimplement	this	page.	

•  We	will	need	to	validate	the	questions	
and	answers	about	ocProducts,	
sponsorships,	and	professional	support	
tickets.	

•  If	required,	Q&A	regarding	the	new	
upcoming	community	rules	and	
regulation	can	be	added.	

•  A	question	about	release	dates	should	
be	added	(i.e.	we	don’t	give	them	out).	



compo.sr – Professional Support 
https://compo.sr/professional-

support.htm	

•  Drop	this	page.	



compo.sr - Community 
https://compo.sr/community.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	under	the	
“Discussion”	header	and	re-design.	No	
actual	“Discussion”	header	will	be	
needed	now.	

•  Use	the	same	uniform	layout	style	as	
we	use	on	the	home	page.	We	will	use	
this	style	consistently	across	our	site	as	
a	way	of	reaching	subpages	without	
having	to	use	the	menu.	

•  Drop	the	content	under	the	
“Downloads”	header	(we	are	linking	to	
this	from	the	Downloads	page	now).	

	



compo.sr - Testimonials 
https://compo.sr/community.htm	

•  We	will	move	‘Testimonials’	to	the	
homepage.	

•  We	will	use	a	conventional	image	slider.	
A	report	button	will	be	included	on	
each	slide	(to	report	bad	content).	

•  We	will	allow	people	to	automatically	
submit	their	own	testimonials	for	
review,	along	with	a	link	and	screenshot	
of	a	particular	size.	

•  We	will	add	a	link	in	the	‘Contribute’	
section	and	the	“Post	your	site”	forum.	



compo.sr – Active topics 
https://compo.sr/community.htm	

•  Remove	this	content.	

•  (We	are	integrating	hot	topics	into	the	
news	layout	on	the	front	page,	and	
people	are	unlikely	to	check	this	page	
directly	for	new	content	regularly	
anyway)	



compo.sr – Social media 
https://compo.sr/community.htm	

•  Remove	Facebook	and	Twitter	from	
here.	Add	a	link	to	do	a	Twitter	search	
for	our	hash	tag	in	the	same	style	as	on	
slide	44	(i.e.	it’s	just	another	kind	of	
community	area,	which	we’ll	link	to).	

•  Include	social	media	links	to	Facebook	
and	Twitter	in	the	footer	(i.e.	will	be	on	
all	pages).	

•  We	will	make	sure	the	Contribute	page	
includes	a	direct	reference	to	what	the	
hash	tag	is.	



compo.sr – Community Advertising 
https://compo.sr/community.htm	

•  Retain.	



compo.sr - Chat 
https://compo.sr/chat.htm	

•  Content	unchanged.	



compo.sr - Contribute 
https://compo.sr/contributions.htm	

•  Retain	the	section,	but	redesign.	

•  The	content	will	be	reviewed.	



compo.sr – Contribute…(rating) 
https://compo.sr/contributions.htm	

•  Retain	this	content.	

•  Include	an	extra	link	“Vote	for	us	on	
Alternate.to”.	



compo.sr – Contribute…(financial) 
https://compo.sr/contributions.htm	

•  Retain	these	sections,	but	redesign	the	
carousel	layout	to	be	more	appealing.	

•  Use	icons	for	each	list	entry.	See	the	
“Flat	theme	images	(icons)”	
spreadsheet.	

•  The	content	will	be	reviewed.	

•  We	will	make	sure	we	talk	about	
sponsoring	developers	on	a	1-on-1	(no	
sponsorship	via	tracker	anymore).	



compo.sr – Contribute…(Why do it) 
https://compo.sr/contributions.htm	

•  Retain	the	content.	

•  The	content	will	be	reviewed.	



compo.sr – Contribute… 
https://compo.sr/contributions.htm	

•  Retain	the	content.	

•  The	content	will	be	reviewed.	

•  We	must	add	links	to	our	subpages	
underneath	this	section:	Community	
stars,	Composr	partners.	Use	the	same	
uniform	layout	style	as	we	use	on	the	
home	page.	We	will	use	this	style	
consistently	across	our	site	as	a	way	of	
reaching	subpages	without	having	to	
use	the	menu.	



compo.sr – Tracker front-end 
https://compo.sr/tracker.htm	

•  Update	the	design.	

•  We	have	already	redesigned	the	tab	
icons,	so	we’ll	use	the	new	versions	of	
those.	



compo.sr – Tracker 
https://compo.sr/tracker.htm	

•  Sponsorship	will	remain,	except	any	linkage	to	support	credits	and	auto-payment	will	be	removed.	Instead	any	
developer	may	step	in	and	accept	sponsorship	as	a	‘bounty’	so	long	as	they	can	persuade	all	the	sponsorers	to	agree,	
and	provide	a	payment	method	(e.g.	PayPal).	A	lot	of	text	will	need	updating	on	the	site	to	reflect	it.	

•  There	will	no	longer	be	any	private	issues	belonging	to	ocProducts.	Private	issues	may	remain,	but	access	to	them	will	
be	granted	to	anyone	also	granted	github	access.	Any	issues	related	to	ocProducts	business	planning	etc	will	need	to	
be	removed	–	the	tracker	will	be	solely	for	the	Composr	project,	which	is	now	community-led.	



compo.sr – Community…(community stars) 
https://compo.sr/stars.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	

•  For	each	list	item	we	will	use	a	“Role”	
icon.	See	the	“Flat	theme	images	
(icons)”	spreadsheet.	



compo.sr – Community…(helpful soul) 
https://compo.sr/stars.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design	



compo.sr – Community…(staff) 
https://compo.sr/stars.htm	

•  This	section	will	be	merged	into	the	
main	community	stars	section.	

•  The	design	for	that	main	community	
stars	action	should	use	a	layout	more	
like	this	section.	The	ability	for	a	staff	
role	to	be	able	to	show	against	each	
community	star	is	important,	as	well	as	
Facebook,	Twitter,	and	Patreon	links.	
We	will	use	own	standard	Composr	
icons,	not	custom-made	icons.	



compo.sr – Composr partners 
https://compo.sr/partners.htm	

•  Retain	the	content	and	re-design.	

•  We	will	also	add	companies	that	
sponsor	Composr	CMS.	Initial	sponsors:	
ocProducts,	and	likely	a	web	hosting	
company.	Sponsoring	companies	will	be	
shown	with	some	special	marker,	such	
as	a	ribbon	or	star.	There	will	be	
multiple	levels	of	sponsorship,	so	
design	3	different	kinds	of	stars/
ribbons.	



compo.sr – Important considerations 
•  Where	possible	we	want	to	use	our	standard	icon	set	across	compo.sr,	rather	than	using	new	custom	

icons	for	everything.	This	will	minimalise	our	maintenance	costs,	help	ensure	that	we	have	a	really	
great	icon	set	our	users	can	benefit	from,	encourage	us	to	stick	to	flat	design,	and	ensure	we	have	
a	consistent	visual	language	across	both	compo.sr	and	the	Composr	CMS	product.	
As	we	are	using	SVG	icons	they	should	display	nicely	at	different	sizes,	depending	on	the	
needs	of	the	design	element.	

•  Our	uniform	layout	style	of	page	linking	is	important.	It’s	very	simple:	a	user	should	be	able	to	reach	
any	page	by	navigating	from	the	home	page	and	clicking	to	go	deeper	and	deeper	into	the	site.	
For	example,	going	to	the	Home	page,	then	the	Features	page,	then	the	Demo	page.	
Use	of	the	top	menu	is	not	required	to	reach	any	page.	
The	term	uniform	layout	style	just	refers	to	how	we	are	putting	a	grid	of	links	at	the	bottom	of	any	page	
with	subpages.	For	each	link:	
There’ll	be	a	big	icon	on	the	left,	and	on	the	right	there’ll	be	a	title	and	a	description	under	it.	

•  The	new	website	will	only	have	1	reference	to	ocProducts,	as	a	sponsor.	Any	reference	to	ocProducts,	or	
commercial	services,	must	be	removed	from	the	site	and	tutorials,	or	generalised.	



Thank you 


